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Foreign Office: the Emperor took his Chancellor with
him, and surrounded himself with a military staff of the
tallest men in his army, sons of Anak, led by Colonel Pliis-
kow, whom irreverent Paris had dubbed ' Colonel Plus
que haut' : these giants symbolised the mighty stature
of twenty-two army corps. The King had driven about
Rome in a landau from the British Embassy, often in
mufti; so the Emperor brought with him his state gala
carriage, and seldom appeared except in full uniform with
a spiked silver helmet, Two squadrons of his Gardes-
du-Corps rode fore and aft of his great coach. All the
millinery and mannequins of majesty were magnificently
displayed, but Rome was not very much impressed. The
man in the street was as irreverent as Paris had been
about Giant Plus que haut. * Che prepotenza! ' (What
swank!) was the general verdict as the War Lord, with
stern and constipated frown, featured the traditional
bearing of the All-Highest. At times he really seemed
to be caricaturing himself with withering fidelity.

Then there was the visit to the Pope, and the meeting
of the Vicar of Christ and the instrument of the Most High
was designed to complete the effacement of the encircling
uncle. It was conducted in camera, but the Emperor
dictated a verbatim report of it in the form of dialogue
within an hour or two of its conclusion, so that nothing
be lost: ' Myself and ' The Pope * were the characters.
The Pontiff, it stated, saluted the Emperor (who, by the
Canon of Holy Church, was a heretic) as the spiritual
successor of Charlemagne. Just as Leo III had entrusted
Charlemagne with the mission of bringing the civilised
world to the Cross of Christ, so to-day Leo XIII saw
himself, as in a dream, entrusting William II with the
mission of warring against atheists and Socialists and